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UNESCO – Cultural Landscape 
Cultural landscapes:- 

 1) Designed 
landscape 

 2) Organically evolved 

  a)Relict 

    b)Continuing 

 3) Associative 

 

 
  

Sacri Monti, Piedmont Type 3 

Rhine Valley, Germany, Type 2b 

Lednice 

CZ 

Type 1 



What is Culture? 
Artiform 

The ‘High’ arts – fine art, 

music, theatre, dance, 

literature, architecture 

The ‘Folk’ arts – building, 

folk music and dance, 

cuisine 

The ‘Technical’ arts – 

cinema, photography 

Museum culture (dead) 

Quality judgements 

 

Anthropological 

All that makes our 

human identity: 

Language, religion, 

food/drink, sport, 

shopping, clothes, agri-

culture, place, interiors 

Big-enders v. Little-enders 
(Jonathan Swift) 

Social judgements 

 

Thanks to Werner Krauss 



Cultural Landscapes 

Two competing systems 

• Culture as High Arts 

 

• Heritage as jewels 

• Protected 

Landscapes 

• WHS 

• Top down 

• Outsiders 

• Culture as 

Anthropology 

• Heritage as rights 

• Ordinary landscapes 

 

• ELC 

• Bottom up 

• Insiders 



UK Designations 

• National Park 

• Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

• Area of Great Landscape  Value 

• World Heritage Site   (UNESCO) 

• World Biosphere Reserve   (UNESCO) 

• Ramsar Site 

• Environmentally Sensitive Area  (EU) 

• Special Area of Conservation  (EU) 

• Special Protection Area 

• National Forest Park 

• Regionally Important Geological Site 

• Geo Park 

• Heritage Coast 

• Site of Special Scientific Interest 

• National / Local / Marine Nature Reserve 

• Bird Reserve 

• National Trust land (inalienable) 

• Conservation Area 

• Country Park 

• Nature Improvement Area 

• County Wildlife Site 

It is quite possible for 

a site to be in many 

of these categories 



Designation always excludes 

Mid-Devon ‘ordinary’ undesignated landscape, looking across to Dartmoor 

National Park – carefully conserved, inhabited by the wealthy, and safe 

from wind-turbines, new industry or new housing development 



The European Landscape 

Rundtisch 

• Landscape (UK) 

• Landscape (US) 

• Landschaap 

• Landschaft 

• Paysage 

• Krajina 

 

French geographe / 

philosophe 

German 

Landschaftsarchitekt 

Italian architect 

Scandinavian ecologist 

Russian planner 

British archaeologist 



European Landscape Convention 

• ‘“Landscape” means an area, as perceived by 

people, whose character is the result of the action 

and interaction of natural and/or human forces.’ 

• ‘…this Convention applies to the entire territory 

of the Parties and covers natural, rural, urban and 

peri-urban areas. It includes land, inland water 

and marine areas.’ 

• It ‘concerns landscapes that might be considered 

outstanding as well as everyday or degraded 

landscapes.’ NOT JUST CONSERVATION 

• Parties undertake:-  to recognise landscapes in 

law; to implement landscape policies; to engage 

in public participation; to integrate landscape in 

planning policies. 

 



Other landscape concepts 

• Archaeology – 
Landscape as setting 
or viewshed. Cultural 
Landscape becomes 
Historic Landscape 

• Ecology – Landscape 
as scale, larger than 
habitat 

• Wilderness – 
Landscape as 
scenery - Yosemite 

• Paysage  - Paysan – 
Pays. Rural and 
concerning products – 
terroir. 

• Landschaft – 
landscape is made by 
the community 

• Krajina – Landscape 
is our defensible 
space 



ELC landscape 

includes the entire 

territory including 

‘seascape’ – here 

in the Bristol 

Channel’ 

And ‘townscape’ 

here at the 

Hofburg, Vienna. 

 

It is not just pastoral! 



The landscapes that 

are most perceived, 

and most meaningful 

are the suburbs? 

Here suburban Exeter 

and Brno Zapad 

district. 
 

 

(Why do                                

countries not regard 

national stereotype 

suburbia as heritage?) 



Dartmoor is a National Park but only a few people 
perceive it. (Tho’ can be prized by non-visitors) 

 

Antarctica has so few perceivers that it is scarcely 
landscape at all! (But role of photographs?) 



Vision is not the only sense 

• Sound: Spanish tests suggest 
more significant than sight. 

• Smell: closely related to memory 

• Touch: especially underfoot 

• Taste: concept of Terroir 

Meanings are triggered by all of these 

 



Changing perceptions is usually cheaper 

than changing the physical landscape. 

 

 

Arts and media change perceptions 

rapidly. Dreary swamps became precious 

wetlands. Also mountains, moorlands 

Above: Sorrento, THE picture 

 

Below: James Ravilious has 

‘made’ mid-Devon 



Landscape pictures of Devon and Cornwall as totals of English landscape 

pictures, shown at the Royal Academy 1769 – 1980. Decadal running averages. 

(source P. Howard in R. Kain & W. Ravenhill (eds.) Historical Atlas of South 

West England)  



Evanescence • The 

unconservable is 

often the critical 

feature: ‘The sky 

is the chief organ 

of sentiment’, 

waves, weather, 

seasons. 

• Events convert 

landscape – 

Christmas, fiesta. 

 



Scale: The small landscape of my garden is inside the 

larger landscape of the village 



Beware of experts 

 

Lower LH – 

resistance on the 

Waddensee 

 

Upper RH – 

Dorset coast now 

belongs to 

geology 

 

Lower RH – 

‘People are asked 

not to cross this 

open space. It has 

been laid out for 

the Enjoyment of 

the Public’ 



Access 

Allemansrett ..Scotland 

 

Footpaths, but lane access 
difficult 

 

Landowners / Expert 
alliance 

 

Cultural Heritage 
organisations further 
advanced e.g. NT 



Landscape is an epistemology of 

the people? 

Landscape, as here defined, becomes very 

close to ‘place’ in the same all-inclusive 

knowledge structure of the local insider. 

 

Now we experts can problematise it, analyse 

it, and completely remove an 

understanding of place from the 

inhabitants. 



J.F. Millet, The Angelus, 

1858, Musee d’Orsay 

C.D. Friedrich, The Wanderer above a Sea 

of Fog, 1818, Kunsthalle, Hamburg 

AND NOW ADD LAND ART 



Clough Williams-Ellis, Britain and the 

Beast, J.M. Dent, 1937 

‘The People’s Claim’ by C.E.M. Joad 

 

‘the people’s claim upon the English countryside is 

paramount ….; the people are not as yet ready to take 

up their claim without destroying that to which the claim 

is laid;  …. the English countryside must be kept inviolate 

as a trust until such time as they are ready…’ 

 

Are they ready yet? 



THE TASK 

To cleanse the Augean 

Stables, Hercules will 

have to defeat the 

Lernean Hydra while 

being very careful not 

to be pecked to death 

by the Stymphalian 

Birds 



Dartmoor National Park 

 

Educated visitors 

Wealthy Owners – here 

Second Homes 


