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Background and objective
Background:
• Framing of overall perspective on cultural landscapes
within HERCULES needed to link WPs and disciplines
• Unification of concepts that come from a variety of
disciplines including history, archaeology, ecology,
conservation, planning, and cultural geography
Objectives:
• To establish a brief family tree of landscape studies
• To review and synthesize findings from six important areas
of landscape research in Europe
• To discuss how these findings may advance the study of
ecosystem change and society

Assumptions of HERCULES approach
1. Landscapes are shaped by the connections and disconnections
between people and their environment
2. Landscapes exhibit important biophysical structures and land
use intensities
3. Landscapes have experienced long-term histories, which have
left land-use legacies that critically determine the functions
and values of many contemporary landscapes
4. Landscapes are undergoing change at different rates, with a
multiplicity of driving forces, processes, actors, and outcomes
5. Landscapes entail broad and diverse sets of values and
meanings for people
6. Landscape governance can follow a preservation or a
stewardship approach, with the latter becoming increasingly
influential

Framework

Conclusion
• Landscape is a boundary object, useful for
studying the complex interactions between
human activities, social structures and physical
features concerned with land.
• Potential to contribute to study of ecosystem
change & society, e.g. regarding historical
perspectives, quantification of change processes,
understanding of driving forces and actors, values
and meanings, governance
• Complementarity of landscape and ecosystem
change & society approaches

Outputs
•
•
•
•

Online dictonary of terms
Publication in „Ecology &
Society“ journal
Linkage to „Program on
Ecosystem Change & Society“
Presentation and discussion at
HERCULES workshop/Green
Week, Stockholm Resilience
Centre and IALE conference

