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Landscape Science

• Landscape Science - increasingly used from 2000 
to refer to research that seeks to understand the 
relationship between people and their environ-
ment, with a focus on land use change and data 
pertaining to land resources at the landscape 
scale.

• Links to natural sciences (in the form of Land-
scape Ecology), the human sciences (through 
Human Geography and Human Ecology), and 
humanistic and symbolic approaches to land-
scape.

• Marc Antrop, 2000, ‘Geography and landscape science’, Belgeo, pp. 9-36.



Landscape Science

Understanding relevant structures, processes and 
their states and drivers primarily in terms of 
anthropogenic uses of landscapes

• A meta-discipline, which has evolved from the 
synergistic application of theories, methods and 
knowledge of several scientific disciplines being 
applied to study landscapes, including agricultural 
science, forestry science, conservation science, 
geoscience, biology, the social sciences, 
engineering sciences, and mathematics.











Landscape Science

Land System Science
“an interdisciplinary field [that] seeks to understand 
the dynamics of land cover and land use as a 
coupled human-environment system to address 
theory, concepts, models, and applications relevant 
to environmental and societal problems, including 
the intersection of the two”

• Challenge is interdisciplinary nature of much of 
this research, which seeks to bridge the nature-
society divide.



Landscape Science

• environmental, economic, and 
social processes induced by land 
use or land use changes

• spatial interactions of processes 
and driving forces in 
anthropogenic landscapes

• studying multiscale processes and 
cross-scale dynamics

• spatial data analysis and 
modelling

• systems analysis and landscape 
modelling (e.g. scaling 
approaches, scenario techniques, 
indicator identification, 
complexity reduction)



Landscape Science

• discrete and integrated impact 
assessment of land use

• methods and understanding of 
participatory approaches for land 
use development and decision-
making in land management

• fundamentals and tools for 
decision support systems as well 
as providing scientific methods in 
decision implementation of 
landscape management

• multi- and inter-disciplinary 
approaches and transdisciplinary 
studies.

(Rocky Mountains)



Landscape Science

Common approach - Empirical 
analysis of land use change: 
particular problems associated 
with human-environment inter-
actions, including changing land-
use practices and 
• associated changes in land 

cover, e.g. deforestation
• responses to climate change 
• and impacts of various 

environmental changes on 
agriculture, forestry, biomass 
production, and ecosystem 
functioning



Landscape Science

Often accompanied by the 
application of modelling land 
system dynamics,  generally 
involving structural analysis of 
complex interactions within 
the land system. 
Models have been used to 
explore the behaviour of 
systems: 
• to make ex-ante 

assessments of policies, 
• inputs to the planning 

process, and
• scenario creation 



Landscape Science

New models will be needed that go 
beyond single sector foci to capture 
the complexity of human-environ-
mental interactions across different
scales.
Various modelling strategies can be 
adapted to meet this challenge, 
including 
• economic models
• models integrating socio-

economic and environmental 
processes, and 

• agent-based modelling for 
simulating complex decision-
making.

(CSFs = critical success factors)





Landscape Science

Australian Government -
Commonwealth 

Environmental Research 
Facilities program (2005-

2011 )
• eight research hubs
• integrating science for 

landscape management
• capturing multifaceted 

knowledge of places, 
processes and people as a 
basis for management.



Commonwealth Environmental 
Research Facilities program

• the condition of the nation's environmental assets;

• the threats and risks to the environment;

• the pressures on the coastal environment; and

• the social and economic aspects of the environment.



Landscape Logic

• Assembly of data, both 
quantitative and qualitative, 
with which to understand the 
complex, nonlinear processes 
that frequently produce 
systems operating at or which 
are understandable at a 
landscape scale. 

• An ongoing problem, also 
highlighted frequently in 
studies on climate change: 
“the lack of long-term data 

capable of showing the state of 
the environment and the 

direction in which it is heading” 



Landscape Logic

Focus on two major knowledge gaps 
in the current regional investment 
process:
• Finding better ways to organise 

existing knowledge and 
assumptions about links between 
land management actions and 
environmental outcomes.

• Improving understanding of these 
links through historical studies of 
the effects of past private and 
public investment on 
environmental conditions in two 
areas – water quality and native 
vegetation condition.



Landscape Logic

FIVE BASIC COMPONENTS
• Research involves clearly defined, 

measurable, and widely accepted end 
points, including both environmental 
and socio-economic goals.

• The system boundaries are large 
enough to incorporate the major 
factors whilst not attempting to 
encompass all external devices.

• Research articulates each of the major 
influences acting on the variables of 
interest.

• It identifies major factors providing 
appropriate or sufficient measurement 
of the effect of one major variable on 
another.

• Data collection is at sufficient spatial 
and temporal resolution to test 
relationships.



Landscape Logic

• The Landscape Logic project focused on 
knowledge discovery, integration and 
‘broking’, the latter intending to generate 
desirable management outcomes, explicitly 
involving the knowledge possessed by 
landholders and managers in addition to that 
from scientists and stakeholders in industry 
and government.



NRM in Australia

Natural Resource Management
• In the Austrn context refers to specific set of resources: 

especially applied to management associated with 
agriculture and protected areas, rather than other 
industries such as mining;

• via late 19th century North America  concerns with 
understanding the ecological nature of the rangelands, and 
the growth of a conservation movement at that time.

= Agri-environmental?
• Significant focus on agric in Austr: = 20% exports by value; 

70% of the water; around three-quarters of the land 
resources.







Agri-Environment

• Agri-environmental schemes (AES) are mechanisms by 
which landowners and other individuals and bodies 
responsible for land management can be incentivised 
to manage their land in an environmentally-friendly 
fashion

• Between 2007-2013, the European Union (EU) spent 
€23 billion on AES, covering 46.9 million hectares (25% 
CAP spending)

• 2014-2020 EU spending on AES to rise to €25 billion 
(30% CAP funding)

• wider range of objectives including so called ‘climate 
and environment investment measures’





Agri-Environment

• Increased complexity of scheme design and 
evaluation 

• A range of innovative collaborative governance 
models has been developed to support the 
design and evaluation of the next wave of AES

• Encouraging collaboration across institutional 
levels

• How to manage trade-offs between competing 
objectives?

• How to engage local stakeholders in setting 
priorities for land management?











Agri-Environment

INVOLVING STAKEHOLDERS

• work closely with 
individual land managers, 
rural communities, 
groups, and individuals 
who have a role to play in 
managing the environ-
ment

• Is their knowledge 
valued?

http://www.landcareonline.com.au/?page_id=102
http://www.landcareonline.com.au/?page_id=102


Agri-Environment

• integration of stakeholder 
knowledge is inherently complex, 

• usually dealt with in arbitrary 
fashion (and with a variety of 
knowledge integration 
perspectives employed by 
different researchers),

• Western paradigms and systems 
of knowledge are not readily able 
to deal with the full complexity of 
environmental management, 

• nor sufficiently able to integrate 
local stakeholder perspectives in 
the development of environ-
mental management strategies

 New approaches?

http://www.clahrc-ndl.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/communitiesofpractice.aspx
http://www.clahrc-ndl.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/communitiesofpractice.aspx


Agri-Environment

• Community-based NRM
• Sustainability Science 
• Adaptive Co-management

• recognize the need to integrate 
knowledge held by academic 
researchers (often across 
traditional academic disciplinary 
boundaries) and non-academic 
participants;

• highlight the need to build on 
different (and sometimes 
disparate) bodies of knowledge to 
address a research or applied 
question by developing shared 
theory, methods and new 
knowledge to promote common 
understanding of environmental 
management problems.



Agri-Environment

• participatory research methods
common

• seek to facilitate participatory, 
multilevel governance processes

- enhance the validity of knowledge 
elicited in research 
- increase inclusiveness of stakeholders in 
decision-making;
• follow iterative processes of 

knowledge creation, application, 
reflection, learning and feedback to 
science or decision-making; and 

• they attempt to integrate knowledge
across a variety of spatial and 
temporal scales.



NRM & Agri-Environment

INPUT TO NRM FROM 
COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS

• Ensuring variety of views is 
heard

• What is successful engagement?
• Understanding on both sides 

may be enhanced using 
qualitative methods?

• Linking values and places

when a particular ecosystem service 
directly impacts the viability or 

enjoyment of the community the more 
likely the community advisors are to 

support the management and 
preservation of that service

• Beware of policies falling outside a 
group’s or individual’s ambit 

- tend to be regarded as ones in which 
they do not have a direct stake and 
this can affect their advice and input.

MacDonald et al. (2013)







Landscape

‘Landscape’ = a chaotic 
concept.
BUT virtually all landscapes 
are created or modified to 
varying degrees by humans 
… it’s all cultural landscape!
Gradients of human impact.
Nature v culture (which 
includes the historical and 
cultural values attached to 
the landscape, including the 
‘natural’ landscape)

• the natural and cultural 
values in the 'everyday' 
landscape of farming.

• The landscape as a 
‘concrete’ reality versus 
landscape as experience 
or a manner of under-
standing.



Different usages of the concept of cultural landscape
Definition Landscape modified or influenced by human activity
Variants Areal category 

Chronological stage  
Traces of human activity in any landscape 

Approach Landscape as means or point of departure for analysing ecological 
and socio-economic processes 

Methods Ecological analysis, historical-geographical interpretation 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Definition Valued features of the human landscape which are threatened by 

change or disappearance
Variants Agricultural landscape 

Cultural heritage 
Scenery with aesthetical qualities 

Approach Landscape as object for planning and conservation 
Methods Inventory, conservation criteria, experimental management 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Definition Landscape elements with meaning for a human group in a given 

cultural or socioeconomic context
Variants Subjectively interpreted surroundings dependent on ethnic group, 

social class, economic interest, academic discipline 
Approach Landscape as manifestation of values 
Methods Cultural analysis 
Source: Based on Jones,1989



Three approaches to the study of landscape

'Scientific‘ 'Applied‘ 'Humanistic‘
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Landscape regarded as: Objective Objective Subjective 

but value-laden

View of landscape reality 'is‘ 'ought to be' 'a way of seeing‘

Landscape comprises: Everything visible Selected elements Symbols

Research problem Unmanageability Criteria for selection Categorization of
leading to social and
compartmentalization cultural groups

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
After Jones, 1991.



Landscape

• Retains several layers of meaning … includes possession 
and control

• Embodies unresolved conflicts … 
collective belonging v individual control; 
subjective v objective; 
mental v material

• Concepts of landscape and nature interlinked. Countryside 
increasingly idealised as ‘natural’. Traditional human 
landscapes become cultural landscapes  preservation

• Concepts such as nature, landscape and cultural landscape 
can only be understood and interpreted in their historically 
specific social and cultural context.



Landscape

• The meanings attached to the landscape will tend to be 
produced by dominant groups and maintained by 
institutions representing their interests. 

• Such ideas are reproduced - as well as contested - in 
the relations between these institutions and users of 
the landscape. 

• Different sub-cultures also produce their own varieties 
of landscape. 

• Landscape reflects both physically and conceptually 
social relationships and constellations of power in 
society.



Landscape

• Change versus Conservation

• What gets conserved? Buildings, monuments, 
ownership structures (Designed)

- in ecosystems, must prevent succession

• Conservation creates its own landscape

• Many types of traditional agrarian landscape 
can ultimately only be preserved if the 
traditional forms of farming that led to their 
occurrence are maintained (Evolved)



Play

http://www.mountloftyranges.org/
http://www.mountloftyranges.org/


Balancing conservation and development

Play



Balancing conservation and development

The Mount Lofty Ranges Working Agricultural Landscape World 
Heritage Bid spans the world-renowned food, wine and tourism 
regions of the Barossa Valley, Adelaide Hills, McLaren Vale and 
Fleurieu Peninsula, all located within an hour's drive of Adelaide, 
South Australia. The UNESCO bid has a core ambition to deliver 
real and lasting economic, cultural and environmental benefits to 
the region regardless of the outcome.

Play



Balancing conservation and development

Agric = $1.4 bill GRP; 38% jobs

Tourism = $203 mill GRP; 

7% jobs

Losing >1% agric land pa

↑Smaller holdings = less 
economic

Designation = ↑econ growth

More resilient devpt path

Impact on current planning 
processes?

• Global branding & PR 
boost

• Premium value-add

• Cultural tourism

• Increased investment

• Attract people

• Catalyst for business

• Global partnerships 



Balancing conservation and development
Growth scenarios in response to WHS status designation

Scenario 1 Scenario 2 Scenario 3

Low Growth Medium Growth   High Growth
________________________________________________

Public/Private

Investment ($m)   0-5 5-20 100+
On-farm production +2.5% +5.0% +10.0%

Value adding +5.0% +10.0% +20.0%

Tourism visitations +3.0% +5.0% +10.0%

________________________________________________



Making and Remaking Cultural Landscapes

• In 18th century England the rural landscape was deliberately 
reconstructed by many wealthy landowners, as part of widespread 
attempts to ‘tame’ nature and reproduce Arcadian visions of the 
countryside. 

• The landscapes of many ‘great estates’ were redesigned to conform to 
landowners’ aesthetic tastes.

• Often introducing ideas gleaned from Grand Tours of Europe and 
especially from classical sites in Italy and Greece. 

• In the English Midlands two such estates, The Leasowes and Croome Park, 
were early examples of:

The Picturesque English Landscape Movement

- emulating allegorical landscape paintings of  contemporary 
European artists, and attempting both to reinforce the landscape’s natural 
characteristics and to enhance nature.





Making and Remaking Cultural Landscapes

• As a technical term in C18 Aesthetic theorizing, the 
Picturesque takes its place alongside the notion of the 
‘beautiful’ (William Hogarth, Joshua Reynolds, Edmund Burke) 
and the ‘sublime’ (Joseph Addison, Edmund Burke, Immanuel 
Kant).

• As a term of landscape tourism, the Picturesque is most 
closely associated with two writers and two publications:--

William Gilpin (1748), A Dialogue Upon the Gardens of the Right 
Honourable the Lord Viscount Cobham at Stow in Buckinghamshire.

Uvedale Price (1794), An Essay on the Picturesque as 
Compared with the Sublime and Beautiful; and, on the Use of 
Studying Pictures, for the Purposes of Improving Real Landscape.



Making and Remaking Cultural Landscapes

• Over time some of the estates 
and associated landscapes 
suffered from neglect if funds 
were not available to maintain 
their upkeep. 

• The Leasowes and Croome Park 
were two such examples, whilst 
others, such as Shugborough, 
Stourhead and Blenheim
survived and prospered. 

• In modern times, rural tourism 
and day visitors have provided 
vital revenue to these last three 
estates.



Making and Remaking Cultural Landscapes

• In contrast, part of the Leasowes
became home to a golf club, and 
Croome Park was purchased by 
the Hare Krishna sect. 

• Recent re-evaluation of ‘lost’ 
designed rural landscapes
coupled with the growing role of 
the rural as a ‘playground’ for 
urbanites has led to initiatives to 
remake estates and landscapes 
that have changed significantly 
since their historic heyday.

• Tourist Gaze (Urry)



1714 - 1763 (c.)

Image: The Leasowes, residence of William Shenstone, near Halesowen, West Midlands from The 
Works in Verse and Prose of William Shenstone, Esq, Vol. II, Second Edition (London, J Dodsley, 
1765).





1750 - 1800 (c.)

Image: An engraving of Shenstones’s Leasowes showing the house on top of the hill to the right 
and the Priory in the foreground on the left, which he constructed in the grounds. The image, if it 
is an accurate representation, shows the farm before substantial alterations were made. The 
original date and creator of the engraving is unknown. From R W Boodle, Worcestershire Scrap 
Book, vol. II (1903) held in Local Studies and History, Birmingham Central Library.



The Leasowes

• Dr. Samuel Johnson: “to point his prospects, to diversify his 
surface, to entangle his walks, and to wind his waters; which 
he did with such judgment and such fancy as made his little 
domain the envy of the great and the admiration of the 
skilful; a place to be visited by travellers, and copied by 
designers.” 

• The first person to use the term “landscape-gardener”. 

• Emulated the allegorical landscape paintings of European 
artists, especially Claude Lorraine, Nicolas Poussin and 
Salvator Rosa. The manicured hills, lakes and trees dotted 
with allegorical temples were sculpted into the land. 



The Leasowes

• Shenstone created his garden 
from farmland; forming a diverse 
landscape of wooded valleys, 
open grassland, lakes and 
streams. 

• A creation he called his 'ferme
ornée' - literally meaning an 
ornamental farm; one of the first 
‘natural’ landscape gardens in 
England. 

• represents the very beginning of 
the Picturesque English 
Landscape Movement. 

• from pittoresco, the Italian for 'in 
the manner of a painting'. 



The Leasowes

• Over the ensuing 37 years following 
William Shenstone's death The 
Leasowes passed through eight 
different ownerships. Sadly, during 
this time the garden declined and 
today little remains of Shenstone’s 
famous 'ferme ornée'.

• Since 1934 when Halesowen Council 
(later to become Dudley 
Metropolitan Borough Council) 
purchased The Leasowes the site has 
been managed as a public park.

• In 1906 an 18-hole golf course was 
laid out by Halesowen Golf Club who 
brought parts of the site. The golf 
course still remains today, although 
the land is now owned by the Council 
and leased to the Golf Club.



The Leasowes

• Today, The Leasowes is of 
major historic significance 
ranking in importance with 
garden landscapes such as 
Blenheim and Stowe, and is 
listed as Grade 1 on the 
English Heritage 'Register of 
Parks and Gardens of 
Special Historic Interest in 
England'.



Heritage Lottery Fund

• In 1997 the Council's wish to restore The Leasowes was 
bought closer to fruition when the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF) awarded £1.3 million for the restoration work.  Further 
funding from Dudley Council created a total budget of £1.75 
million for The Leasowes Restoration Project. 

• Since the original award from HLF the scope of the project has 
undergone careful re-evaluation and the intention is now to 
concentrate the current available funding on completing the 
restoration of the section of the North Valley which Shenstone 
named Virgil's Grove and the Circuit Walk.

• Works began in 2003…and again in 2006 … and 2008 …. 57 ha.
• The 18th century Beechwater dam and cascade as well as 

pools and cascades at Virgil’s Grove brought back to life.



Heritage Lottery Fund

• to encourage more people to be involved in and make decisions about 
their heritage;

• to conserve and enhance the UK’s diverse heritage; and
• to ensure that everyone can learn about, have access to, and enjoy their 

heritage.
Government requires HLF, when awarding grants, to take account of:
• the needs of the national heritage;
• the need to ensure that all parts of the UK have access to funding;
• the scope for reducing economic and social deprivation at the same time 

as creating heritage benefits;
• the need to promote access to heritage, for people from all sections of 

society;
• the need to promote knowledge of and interest in the heritage by children 

and young people; and
• the need to further the objectives of sustainable development.



Heritage Lottery Fund

• 1994-2014 HLF gave £32 billion (28% of money raised) to ‘good causes’

• In 2016 this was distributed as follows:
______________________________________________________________
Health, Education, Environment, and charitable causes        40% 
Sports                                          20% 
Arts                                                                          20% 
Heritage                                                                   20% 
______________________________________________________________

• £7.1 billion; over 400,000 grants have been awarded.
• ‘public parks’, ‘nature conservation’ and ‘world heritage sites’ together accounted 

for 18% of all projects and 22% of funding

“From national projects to community schemes, all projects are carefully selected to 
make a real difference to people's lives.”







Croome Park

• Home of the Earls of 
Coventry, and the 
location for the first 
major landscape design 
by Lancelot ‘Capability’ 
Brown.

• Croome Court is a mid 
18th century Neo-
Palladian mansion 
surrounded by an 
extensive landscaped 
parkland. 



Croome Park

• Landscape transformed from 
1751 – removed existing hamlet 
and created parkland adjacent to 
largest walled garden in Europe.

• Includes a man-made lake and 
river, statues, temples and other 
buildings 

• Gatehouses, a Grotto, a Church 
and buildings termed "eye-
catchers". These are Pirton Tower, 
Panorama Tower, Dunstall Castle 
and Park Seat … folliesmany 
designed by Robert Adam.



Croome Park

• The follies are set away from the 
core of the Park and are intended 
to draw the eye into the wider 
landscape.



Croome Park

• Subsequently fell on hard times in 
20th century – landscape 
unmaintained.

• Became part of a WW2 Air base; 
Dutch Royal family lived in the 
house in WW2.

• Was then a school and then 
belonged to Hare Krishna sect

• The National Trust opened 270 ha 
of Croome Park, including several 
grade one and two listed 
structures, after buying it in 1996 
with lottery money and a large 
donation.



Croome Park

• 2007 House purchased 
by Croome Heritage 
Trust leased to 
National Trust – open 
to public from 2009.

• Featured in BBC1’s 
‘Countryfile 2012 
Christmas Special’. 



Croome Park

• HLF has contributed 
both to restoration of 
the landscape – with 
grants in the mid-1990s 
and more recently to 
restoration of the Court.

• Overall project is worth 
£4.8 mill.



Croome Park

• Supported by the HLF, the 
restoration project has recreated 
Brown’s vision of a sweeping 
landscape that sits against the 
wider backdrop of the 
Worcestershire countryside.

• Staying faithful to Brown’s plans, 
but using modern technology 
where appropriate, the 10-year 
scheme has been the largest of 
its kind undertaken by the 
National Trust.

• Since 1996, the National Trust has:
- Replanted more than 45,000 trees 
and shrubs using global satellite 
positioning technology to ensure 
historical accuracy.
- Dredged the man-made ornamental 
lake and river, removing 50,000 cubic 
metres of silt.
- Returned 400 acres of arable 
farmland to English wildflower 
meadow.
- Reinstated two and a half miles of 
historic pathways.
- Restored 18 ornamental statues and 
buildings.



Recreating the Picturesque Landscape:
Nostalgia or Aesthetic Revival?

• In the late C18 and early C19 context for which the notion of 
the picturesque landscape arises, nature could be viewed as a 
hostile force overpowering human endeavour (‘the sublime’) 
or an allegory of a Divine plan of ideal forms, that had to be 
interpreted and tidied up by the human eye.

• Nature possessed a special significance that the person of 
aesthetic training and taste could reveal. 

• As Townsend (1997) documents, there was a shift across the 
C18, from viewing nature as something which carries an 
allegorical meaning, to viewing nature (suitably tamed in the 
well-landscaped garden) as an object of contemplation in its 
own right. 



Recreating the Picturesque Landscape:
Nostalgia or Aesthetic Revival?

The public for which these picturesque landscapes are being recreated today 
is rather removed from the middle-class tourists following in the wake of 
Gilpin and Price, 

(Think Elizabeth Bennett in Pride and Prejudice, touring the Peak District with 
the Gardiners)

displaying their refinement by perceiving landscapes using a pictorial method 
of framing, and projecting their felt response of delight back onto those 
features of tamed landscape which caused that delight.

• Contemporary consumers of Leasowes and Croome Park are Western 
industrial urbanites who have been dispossessed of some traditional 
relationships with the land. 

• Arguably, historical landscapes capture a nostalgia for a past where one 
individual could do much to tame/shape their environment as a vision of 
humans living in harmonious control of nature. 





Malvern Heritage

Malvern Heritage Project

• 1.25 million visitors a year, the 
Malvern Hills AONB are the most 
popular free tourist attraction in the 
West Midlands.

• Without urgent repair, however, the 
landscape of this historic spa area, 
full of stunning scenery and 
important buildings, faced being 
blighted by encroaching scrubland 
and general disrepair.

• Worcestershire County Council was 
awarded £770,000 by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund for important 
restoration work to maintain its 
attractiveness to visitors and to 
preserve the area. 









Jubilee Fountain



Malvern Heritage

• “Malvern Hills are famous for being ‘bare’ hillsides, but there 
has been a gradual change over time as trees have grown 
everywhere, spoiling the views,” David Armitage, project 
officer at the AONB (in partnership with local conservation 
and voluntary groups, the Countryside Agency and English 
Nature). 
“This work maintains the landscape people come here to 
see.”

• Fitting cattle grids to roads across the Hills 
• Encouraging local landowners to allow sheep to wander 

across their land (40 square miles). 
- The sheep, and other cattle, will eat into overgrown 

scrubland, a traditional and ecologically sound method of 
managing the vegetation. 



Malvern Heritage

• Official concern about the appearance of the landscape of the 
Malvern Hills has led to commissioned research monitoring 
landscape appearance. This has recognised 27 separate 
‘landscape description units’ within the AONB and 11 
distinctive landscape character types.

• The results reveal a diversity of landscapes within a relatively 
small area, including intensively cropped arable land and 
dense woodland (both semi-natural and introduced species). 
The ‘bald hills’ are recognised as characteristic principally only 
of the southern part of the AONB, and the encroachment by 
scrub and trees here is duly noted. 



Malvern Heritage

• Shepherd employed to look after the cattle and 
inform visitors about grazing and other conservation 
topics. 

• Nine water features within the AONB will be 
renovated.

• “We want to make sure that the Hills' stunning 
features are preserved long into the future for 
everyone to enjoy,” 

Anne Jenkins, Heritage Lottery Fund Regional Manager for the West Midlands.



Malvern Heritage

• The project aims to keep 350 grazing sheep and 140 
cattle within the boundary of the commons while 
encouraging nesting of a variety of birds and rare 
wild flowers and to encourage re-growth of the acid 
grassland. 

• The intention is that no more than one cow or seven 
or eight ewes with lambs per hectare will be allowed. 

• Maintenance of trees and hedgerows, including tree 
surveys, pollarding and the erection of fences to 
separate woodland and grassland are also part of the 
project. 




