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THE CHALLENGE:
European Cultural Landscapes at
Crossroads

A DIALOGUE
FOR LANDSCAPE ACTION

European Cultural Landscapes are vital everyday living
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these cultural landscapes are undergoing fundamental
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transformations as result of an on-going process of land-
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use polarization, with rural abandonment on the one hand
and intensification and urbanization on the other. These
changes threaten the ability of cultural landscapes to
continually deliver the many services they provide, emphasizing the need for effective and holistic safeguards.

HERCULES brings together European universities, SMEs,

EXPECTED RESULTS
• A meta-analytic database of literature and expert
knowledge on cultural landscape transformation
• Well-documented case studies on the long- and shortterm histories and change in cultural landscapes

• New modelling approaches to assess future landscape

HERCULES fosters collaboration
through the Knowledge Hub for
Good Landscape Practice
The Knowledge Hub is a major component of the

developments and policy impacts on cultural landscapes
• A roadbook for the management of heritage values in
landscape sensitive to diverse environmental and societal contexts
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HERCULES’ OBJECTIVES
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a local, national and Pan-European level. The objectives
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of the project include:
• Assessing and synthesizing the existing knowledge
• Performing targeted case-studies
• Developing tools for landscape observation and modelling
• Providing a strong and unified vision of „pathways” toward protecting heritage in cultural landscapes
• Designing recommendations for landscape policy and
practice
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