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HERCULES seeks to empower public and private actors to protect 
and sustainably manage cultural landscapes that possess 
significant cultural, socio-economic, historical, natural and 
archaeological value, at a local, national and Pan-European level. 

HERCULES Vision 
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HERCULES Objectives 

The overarching goal of this transdisciplinary 
research project is to increase understanding of 
drivers, patterns, and values of European 
cultural landscapes and to use this knowledge to 
develop, test, and demonstrate strategies for 
their protection, management, and planning. 
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HERCULES Consortium 

HERCULES brings together 13 partners representing European 
universities and research institutes, small and medium-sized 
enterprises and non-governmental organisations, all of whom are 
experts in landscape science and practice. 

• Humboldt Universität zu Berlin (DE) 

• University of Copenhagen (DK) 

• CIME - Innovation Management and 
Environment Consulting (FR) 

• European Landowners' Organization 
(BE) 

• Forest Communication Network Ltd 
(UK) 

• Landscape Research Group (UK) 

• Sinergise (SI) 

• VU University Amsterdam (NL) 

• Swiss Federal Institute for Forest, 
Snow and Landscape Research – WSL 
(CH) 

• University of Freiburg (DE) 

• Tallinn University (EE) 

• The University of the Aegean (GR) 

• Uppsala University (SE) 
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9 study landscapes 

HERCULES performs targeted case studies 
to develop in-depth insights on dynamics 
and values of cultural landscapes. 
 



Expected results 

HERCULES is determined to develop advanced technologies and 
tools for mapping, diagnosing, protecting and managing cultural 
landscapes in rural areas. 
 

Expected results of HERCULES are the following: 

• A meta-analytic database of literature and expert knowledge on cultural 
landscape transformation 

• Well-documented case studies on the long- and short-term histories and 
change in cultural landscapes 

• A Pan-European cultural landscape typology and map, validated by citizen 
engagement through crowdsourcing 

• New modelling approaches to assess future landscape developments and 
policy impacts on cultural landscapes 

• A roadbook for the management of heritage values in landscape sensitive 
to diverse environmental and societal contexts 

 



Policy relevance 

HERCULES develops strong policy relevance for a broad range of 
policies and strategies that impact on landscapes. 
 

Such policies include among others: 

• Common Agricultural Policy 

• EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 

• Green Infrastructure Strategy 

• EU 2020 Biodiversity Strategy 

• Water Framework Directive 

• National policies and regional planning 
 

HERCULES tests  and informs the further refinement of existing guidelines 
such as 

• European Landscape Convention 

• Guidelines developed around the UNESCO World Heritage Convention 
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Endorsements 

HERCULES contributes to  
 

• Global Land Project 

 

• Programme on Ecosystem Change and Society 

 

 

 

• Integrated History and Future of People on Earth 
initiative 



Follow our activities 

• Website: www.hercules-landscapes.eu 
• Subscribe to our blog 
     http://hercules-landscapes.eu/blog.php 
• Follow us on twitter 
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