KNOWLEDGE HUB: A repository of
spatial data paired with web-based GIS
application

The Knowledge Hub is a central component of HERCULES.
As the project goes on, information and data produced by the vari-

Find out more:
www.hercules-landscapes.eu

ous studies and workshops will be uploaded to the Knowledge Hub,
where it will be freely accessible to all. Practitioners, policy makers
and the general public can contribute their own data, projects, and
ideas, which can be then integrated with HERCULES information,

A unique transdisciplinary research project that aims to increase

with the exciting potential for new and innovative approaches to

understanding of drivers, patterns, and values of European cultural

landscape management.

Sustainable futures for Europe’s
Heritage in Cultural landscapes:

Tools for understanding, managing, and protecting
landscape functions and values

landscapes and to use this knowledge to develop, test, and demonstrate strategies for their protection, management, and planning.

Try out the Knowledge Hub and
• See our Study Landscapes
• Explore and create your own maps
• Find results from HERCULES studies
Consortium members from HERCULES are already populating the
Knowledge Hub with information from ongoing projects, such as
examples of Integrated Landscape Initiatives and Good Heritage

www.hercules-landscapes.eu/knowledge_hub.php
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THE CHALLENGE: European Cultural
Landscapes at Crossroads
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A DIALOGUE FOR LANDSCAPE ACTION
Have your say through our digital platforms:

European cultural landscapes are vital everyday living environ-

HERCULES is hosting a series of workshops both at EU and

ments that perform heritage, aesthetic, recreation and biodiversity

study landscape level to link research with policy and practice,

functions, as well as providing society with essential ecosystem ser-

and in doing so is raising awareness of the importance of cultural

vices.

landscapes to social well-being, economic prosperity, and ecological

Cultural Landscapes Blog
@HerculesFP7
Hercules Project

functioning. The vision of HERCULES is to identify local needs for

However these cultural landscapes are experiencing fundamental

landscape management, and to provide a forum for exchange on the

transformations as a result of processes of land-use polarization, with

findings developed across the project consortium.

rural abandonment on the one hand and urbanization on the other.

Knowledge Hub
For further information visit www.hercules-landscapes.eu
or contact us at info@hercules-landscapes.eu

These changes affect the ability of cultural landscapes to continue
to perform the functions and services they provide, emphasizing the
need for effective and holistic safeguards.
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The adoption of the European Landscape Convention (ELC) is a policylevel step towards these safeguards, and has attracted much attention from the sciences, practitioners, and the general public. HERCULES builds on the ethos and momentum of the ELC in developing a
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holistic approach that incorporates diverse stakeholder perspectives
to appropriately address landscape changes.

HERCULES’ OBJECTIVES INCLUDE:
• To empower public and private actors to protect and sustainably
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manage cultural landscapes

• To develop meta-analytic database of literature and expert knowledge on cultural landscape transformation

• To perform well-documented case studies on the long- and shortterm histories and change in cultural landscapes

• To elaborate a Pan-European cultural landscape typology and
map, validated by citizen engagement through crowdsourcing

• To provide new modelling approaches to assess future landscape
developments and policy impacts on cultural landscapes

• To design recommendations for landscape policy and practice
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